Hydrogen sulfide: advances in understanding human toxicity.
Hydrogen sulfide is a relatively common, frequently lethal, and unique occupational hazard for which research since 1990 has uncovered many anomalies and subtleties and a previously unsuspected physiological role for the endogenous agent. The result has been uncertainty and misunderstanding, particularly for persons new to the literature. This review addresses evidence that settles past controversies, guides practical issues in evaluating human toxicity, addresses unresolved issues involving chronic exposure, and points the way to a deeper understanding of the agent and its effects.